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F it were poffible to bear-up againft the Force 

“of Ridicule, which Fathion has brought upon 
People for acknowledging a Veneration for the 
molt Sacred things, a Man might fay that the. 


time we are now in is fet apart for Humiliation; 

- and all our A@ions thould at prefent more particu- 
larly tend that way. Iremember about thirty Years 
ago an eminent Divine, who was alfo moft exaétly . the 
Women to introduce more Women in- 


well-bred, told his Congregation at Whiteball, That 


Turn, they muft certainly go to a Place which he 
didgot think fit to name id that Courtly Audience. 
It’s with me as -with that Gentleman ; | would, if 
poffible, repsefent the Errors of Life, efpecially thofe 


& -_arifing from what we call Gallantry, in fuch a man- 


ner as the People of Pleafure may read me. «In this 
cafe I muft not-be rough to Gentlemen and Ladies, 
but {peak of Sin as a Gentleman. . It might not per- 
haps be amifs, if therefore I fhould call my prefent 
Precaution @ Crsticif{m upon Fornication ; and by. re- 
prefenting the unjult Talte they have who affeét that 


way of Pleafure, bring a Difiafte upon it amongall 


thafe who are judicious in their Satisfa@ions.' - I 
will be bold then to lay down for a Rule, That he 
who follows: this kigd of Gratification, gives up 


‘much greater delight by purfuing it, than he can 


poffibly enjoy from it. As to the Common Wo-~ 
men. and the Srews, there is no one but will allow 
this Affertion at ight; but if it will appear, that 
they who deal with. thofe of the Sex who are 


lefs profligate. defcend to greater Bafeneffes than 
~ if they frequented Brothels, it fhould, methinks, 
this Iniquity under , fome Difcountenance. 
‘The Rake, who without fenfe of Chara&er or D 


common Houfes, is . 
himfelf, and 
expafing his Health to: Difeafes; but Man of 
Galtantsy cannot purfue his Pleafures without Trea- 
fome Man he ought to love, and. making 
defpicable. the Woman .he admires. _ To“ live in a 


cency, wallows and ranges” 


ef in thé Difhonour you 
do fomedusband, Father or y who does not. 
deferve this of you, whont you would deftroy 


Wd the like: toWards you, are 
Circumftances which pall the Appetite, and give a 
Man of any:Senfe of Honour very painfal Mortifi- 
cation. What morc need be {aid againfta Gentle- 
man’s delight, than that he himfelf thinks himfelf a, 


~bafe Man in purfuing it ? When it thoroughly 
_confidered, he gives up his very Being asa Manof In- 
tegrity, who commenices Gallant. Lethimorherwho 
is guilty this way*but weigh the matter a little, andthe 
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| Criminal will find that thofe whom they moltelteeni- 


ed are of a fudden become the molt difagreeable 
Companions ;_.nay, their good Qualities are grown 0- 
dious and painful. It is faid, People who have the 
Plague have a delight in commucating the Infe@ion ; 
in like manner, the Senfe of Shaine, which is 
never wholly overcome, inclines the Guilty this way’ 
to contribute to the Deftrution of others. And 


to the fame Condition, tho’ théy can have no other 


’ Satisfa@tion frog it, than that the Iufamy is thared 


among greater Numbers, which they flatter them- 
felves eafes the burthen ef each particular Perfgn. 
It is a moft melancholy Confideration, that for 
momentary Senfations of Joy, obtained by ftealth, 
Men are forced into a conftraint of all their Words — 
and A@ions in the gefieral and ordinary Occurrences 
It is-an impoflibility in this cafe to be | 
without being’falfe to all the 
| e gay Figures in which Poe- 
tical Men of* loofe Morals have placed this kind of 
ftealth are but feeble‘Contulations, when a Man_ is 
enclined to Solilogay or Meditation upon his paft 
Life ; Flafhes of Wit can promote Joy, but they an-. 
not allayGrief; | 
_ Difeafe, Sicknefs and Misfortune are what all Men 
living are liable to, it is therefore ridiculous and 
mad.to purfue, inftead of thunning, what muft add 
to our Anguifh under Difeafe, Sicknefs cr Misfor- 
tune. poffible there nay be thoie whofe Bloods are 


t6o warm to admit of thefe Compunétions ; if there 


are fuch, Iam fure they are laying up ttore for 


them: But I ‘have better hopes of thofe who have 


not“yet erazed the Impreffions and Advantages of a 

‘Education and Fortune; they may be affured, 

that whoever wholly give themfelué¥' ap to Luft, will 
it the leaft Fault they are guilty of. .- — 


mean fhifts to cover their Offences,"Envy and Ma- 
lice to the' Innocent, and a general Sacrifice-of all 
that is Good-natured or Praife-worthy when it in- 
terrupts them, will poffefs all their Faculties, and 
‘make, them utter Strangers to the noble Pleafures 
which flaw from Honour and Virtue.. Happy are 
they, who, from the Vifitation of Sicknefs, or any 
other Accident, are awakened from a Courfe which 
leads to an infentfibility of the greatedt Enyoyments 
in human Life. 

A French Author, giving an Account of a very 
agreeable Man, in whofe Chara@er he mingles good 
Gaslities and Infifmities, rather than and Vir- 
tues, tellsthe following Story, 
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